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was not immediately at stake. And the Presi-
dent should be very circumspect and very
careful in committing the welfare and the
lives of even our All-Volunteer Army. We
need to have a clear American interest there,
and there needs to be clearly-defined condi-
tions of involvement, and the burden is on
the President to provide those. But still the
President must make the ultimate decision,
and I think it’s a mistake to cut those deci-
sions off in advance.

Advice From Previous Administrations
Q. Final question. Thank you, Mr. Presi-

dent. In the past week or so, President Bush
himself and, as we’ve already discussed here
today, some members of his foreign policy
team have criticized your foreign policy
team. I’m curious about the promise that has
been reported that President Bush made to
you. And it’s also been reported in at least
one commentary, that there was an implied
promise from your side to go easy on any
revelations about the so-called Iraqgate scan-
dal. What can you tell us about your discus-
sions with Mr. Bush on this?

The President. Well, first of all, with re-
gard to the Iraqgate issue, there was no
promise expressed or implied. There was no
discussion about that between me and Presi-
dent Bush. I believe he said publicly that he
would not have anything negative to say
about the administration for a year at least,
that he thought we were entitled to that.

And again, I just don’t want to get into
this. This is a free country, people have free
speech, they can say whatever they want to
say. I think you will agree. And maybe I’ve
been wrong to do it, but I have been pretty
careful about focusing on the problems we
have in the future and not trying to spend
a lot of time establishing partisan blame for
the past. I said that in my State of the Union
speech. I said it in the health care speech.
I said it repeatedly. What’s past is past. I’m
doing the best I can with the issues that I
faced when I came here. If the time comes
in the future when I have to engage in a
debate with any of those folks about who-
did-what-when, I’ll do my best to have that
kind of a debate. But I just don’t think—
it doesn’t get us very far. And I would hope

that if they have a constructive suggestion
to make about what America should do, I
would be more than happy to take it. I’m
not ashamed to ask for advice from anybody,
Republicans or Democrats. I’ve called every
living former President, I’ve called former
Secretaries of State, I’ve called those that
agreed and disagreed. As you know, Sec-
retary Shultz thought that the previous ad-
ministration should have done more in Bos-
nia, thought that we should. I mean, there
are people who have—Secretary Kissinger
thought just the reverse. I mean, this is a
new and difficult and uncertain time. But if
they have anything to say about what they
think we ought to do, I’ll be glad to listen,
and I’d just ask that it be constructive when
they do it.

Q. I’m told by your aides that we’re out
of time. On behalf of the radio networks, we
thank you, and we hope we can make this
a regular thing.

The President. I would like to do it on
a regular basis. I’m a big radio listener, you
know. Except if we did it enough, we could
even have Top 10 countdowns in the middle
and stuff. [Laughter]

Q. We accept the challenge.
The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The interview began at 3:40 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Statement on German Ratification of
the Maastricht Treaty
October 18, 1993

With the completion of Germany’s ratifica-
tion process last week, the way has been
cleared for the entry into force of the
Maastricht Treaty. The Maastricht Treaty
marks a milestone in the progress of the Eu-
ropean Community toward political and eco-
nomic union, a goal which the United States
strongly supports and encourages.

On behalf of the American people, I offer
congratulations to the Community on this oc-
casion and reiterate our commitment to a
strong and vibrant transatlantic partnership.
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Executive Order 12872—Blocking
Property of Persons Obstructing
Democratization in Haiti
October 18, 1993

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), the National
Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.),
and section 301 of title 3, United States
Code, and in order to take additional steps
with respect to the grave events that have
occurred in the Republic of Haiti to disrupt
the legitimate exercise of power by the
democratically elected government of that
country and with respect to the national
emergency described and declared in Execu-
tive Order No. 12775,

I, William J. Clinton, President of the
United States of America, hereby order:

Section 1. Except to the extent provided
in regulations, orders, directives, or licenses,
which may hereafter be issued pursuant to
this order, and notwithstanding the existence
of any rights or obligations conferred or im-
posed by any international agreement or any
contract entered into or any license or permit
granted before the effective date of this
order, all property and interests in property
of persons:

(a) Who have contributed to the obstruc-
tion of the implementation of the United Na-
tions Security Council Resolutions 841 and
873, the Governors Island Agreement of July
3, 1993, or the activities of the United Na-
tions Mission in Haiti;

(b) Who have perpetuated or contributed
to the violence in Haiti; or

(c) Who have materially or financially sup-
ported any of the foregoing, that are in the
United States, that hereafter come within the
United States, or that are or hereafter come
within the possession or control of United
States persons, including their overseas
branches, are blocked.

Sec. 2. Any transaction subject to U.S. ju-
risdiction that evades or avoids, or has the
purpose of evading or avoiding, or attempts
to violate, any of the prohibitions set forth
in this order, or in Executive Orders Nos.

12775, 12779, or 12853, is prohibited, not-
withstanding the existence of any rights or
obligations conferred or imposed by any
international agreement or any contract en-
tered into or any license or permit granted
before the effective date of this order, except
to the extent provided in regulations, orders,
directives, or licenses issued pursuant to the
relevant Executive order and in effect on the
effective date of this order.

Sec. 3. The Secretary of the Treasury, in
consultation with the Secretary of State, is
hereby authorized to take such actions, in-
cluding the promulgation of rules and regula-
tions, and to employ all powers granted to
me by the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, as may be necessary to
carry out the purpose of this order. The Sec-
retary of the Treasury may redelegate any
of these functions to other officers and agen-
cies of the United States Government, all
agencies of which are hereby directed to take
all appropriate measures within their author-
ity to carry out the provisions of this order,
including suspension or termination of li-
censes or other authorizations in effect as of
the date of this order.

Sec. 4. Nothing contained in this order
shall create any right or benefit, substantive
or procedural, enforceable by any party
against the United States, its agencies or in-
strumentalities, its officers or employees, or
any other person.

Sec. 5. (a) This order shall take effect at
11:59 p.m., eastern daylight time on October
18, 1993.

(b) This order shall be transmitted to the
Congress and published in the Federal Reg-
ister.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 18, 1993.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
4:26 p.m., October 18, 1993]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on October 20.
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